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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 19, 1988 
MEETING OF THE LITERARY CLUB 

President Charles Robertson presided. 

There were 56 members and one guest in attendance. The paper 
entitled "A Sort of Business School" was written and read by 
Kingston Fletcher. 

The reader related his job experiences following college 
graduation in 1948. First employed in Minneapolis working in 
a new public relations venture, his assignment was to promote 
an obscure grocer whom the Democratic/Farmer/Labor Party had 
selected to run for Governor. In one amusing incident the 
reader ran into his client/candidate on the street in 
Minneapolis on the day after he had written a press release 
quoting a speech he was supposed to have made thirty minutes 
earlier in a far off town. 

After his candidate/client lost the closely contested 
election, Kingston felt it was time to move on. In 1949 he 
became a car and truck salesman in Mexico City even though he 
didn't speak Spanish. 

From Mexico, Kingston moved to Brussels as an overseas 
management trainee for Studebaker. Studebaker decided to be 
the first foreign car company to name local dealers. Since 
his boss, a Belgian by birth, had little desire to do 
business in Germany, Kingston became the point man to deal 
with four German automobile dealers. One was a prominent 
motorcycle racer before the war, the second was an ex-major 
in the Luftwaffe, another was a no-nonsense ex-major of the 
Wehrmacht who had lost an arm on the Russion front, and the 
fourth was a major from British Army Intelligence. To 
complicate matters, Kingston spoke no German. Thus, most of 
the meetings were held in English. 

After his stint in Europe, Studabaker moved Kingston to 
Venezuela for fourteen months. He traveled about the country 
in a DC-3 setting up franchises. On one trip, the pilot, who 
had become a friend, called him to the cockpit and turned 
over the controls of the plane without the knowledge of the 
other twenty-seven passengers. 

One rather hair-raising experience occurred in a small town 
where Kingston found himself alone on the street one evening 
in violation of a curfew resulting from a coup which, unknown 
to him, had recently occurred in Caracas. Kingston survived 
an encounter with the secret police, but for the next 
thirty-six years always carried with him his United States 
passport. 
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In the fall of 1951, the reader began a new career with 
Procter & Gamble in Southern Florida where he put to good use 
his recently acquired skill in Spanish. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, the Club observed a moment 
of silence in memory of recently deceased Eslie Asbury. 

At the Annual Business Meeting following the reading of the 
paper, the minutes of the June 6 and June 17 meetings of the 
Club were read by Jim Elder and approved. 

Robert Watkins read a memorial to Robert Van Fossen who died 
May 26, 1988. Assisting in the preparation of the memorial 
in addition to Mr. Watkins were Eslie Asbury, Edward Merkel, 
Louis.Nippert and Booth Shepard. A copy of the memorial will 
be sent to Mrs. Van Fossen. 

George Riveschel gave the Treasurer's report for the fiscal 
year ended July 31, 1988. A copy of the report is attached 
to the minutes. 

Woody Garber gave the Conservator's report for the fiscal 
year just concluded. A copy is attached to the minutes • 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

avid Reichert, Secretary 



The Literary Club 
Treasurer's Report 
September 19, 1988 

This annual report is for the fiscal year August 1, 1987 through July 31, 1988. 

The Literary Club remains In very good financial health. 

As of July 31, 1988, our total assets had increased to $316,453. A substantial 

Increase in the real estate tax this past year resulted from a large increase In 

the valuation of our property at 500 E. 4th Street -- namely from $138,309 to 

$201.973. We carry insurance of $442,800, with a yearly premium of $2246. Our 

total investments and cash reserves at the close of the fiscal year were $114,353 

compared to $134,296. 

The operating account provided $30,373 for operations, and Fund B afforded 

$29,878 for physical repairs, replacements and major maintenance items. Total 

operating expenses increased $1519 over last year. Food and beverage costs were 

within a few dollars of the previous year, namely $9,005. Higher utility, 

telephone and real estate taxes accounted for the increase. 

The accumulated program of repairs and replacements by the conservator, now 

In Its second year, cost $29,878, which was an increase of $18,266 over last year. 

This accounts for the decrease of approximately $20,000 in our investment and 

cash reserves. 

On the income side, dues and initiation fees were $21,039. Fund A and Fund B 

at the end of the year amounted to $19,217 and $17,~21, respectively. It Is 

fairly clear that if the repair program is to continue uninterrupted, we will 

need contributions to Fund B. 

We compliment our steward, Giovanni Ranieri, for his prudent management and 

service in our behalf, and thanks, as well, to the Officers and Trustees for their 

continued concern and devotion to Club affairs. Copies of the full report are 

available. 
Respectfully submitted, 

,~,4~ 

George Riev~schl~Treasurer 



THE LITERARY CLUB 

ASS'ET'S 

Building at 500 E. Fourth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 201,973.20,~ 

Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc. 

51 shares of 18th GNMA Series @488.31 per share 24,903.00 

Ready Asset Trust 

Closing Cash Balance 

Total Merrill Lynch 

E. F. Hutton & Co., Inc. 

Cash Reserve Management, Inc. 

Gradison Cash Reserves Trust - Fund A 

Gradison Cash Reserves Trust - Fund B 

Central Trust Operating Acct. No. 160-2941-74 

TOTAL ASSETS AS OF 7/31/88 

* Value based on tax appraisal (70,620) x 2.86. 

47,270.41 

181.62 

72,355.03 

5,358.92 

19,217.69 

17,"421.41 

127.05 

316,453.30 



GRADISON CASH RESERVES 

1987-88 Activity 

Fund A 

Beginning Balance 

1987-88 Sources of Funds: 

Gifts 

Interest 

Total Fund A Income 1987-88 

1987·88 Fund A Expenditure: 

Transfer of Interest accrued as 
of 7/31/87 Into Fund B 

Fund A Balance 7/31/88 

1,100.00 

1,115.79 

17,534.36 

2,215.79 

532.46 

19,217.69 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fund B 

Beginning Balance 

1987-88 Sources of Funds: 

Gifts 

Dues 

Dinners 

Interest 

Transfer of interest from Fund A 
(accrued to 7/31/87) 

Total Fund B Income 1987-88 

1987-88 Fund B Expenditures (see 
separate page) 

Fund B Balance 7/31/88 

35,423.68 

6,810.00 

2,350.00 

1 ,0]1.50 

1,111.95 

532.46 

11,875.91 

29,878.18 

17,421.41 



Sept. 1 ' '87 

Sept. 1 ' '87 

Sept. 3, '87 

Sept. 8, '87 

Sept. 8, '87 

Sept. 8, '87 

Sept. 10' '87 

Sept. 14, '87 

Sept. 16, '87 

Sept. 22, '87 

Sept. 24, '87 

Oct. 1' '87 

Oct. 13' '87 

Oct. 13' '87 

Oct. 14, '87 

Oct. 20, '87 

Oct. 20, '87 

Oct. 27' '87 

Oct. 27, '87 

Nov. 23, '87 

Dec, 1' '87 

GRADISON FUND B - REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

Woodward Garber- kitchen counter & cabinets 

Pease Co, II II II 

Roger L. Howe- light fixtures 

Thomas M. Donnelly- carpentry work. 

G & K Plumbing - bathroom 

G & K Plumbing - II 

Woodward Garber (530.50-Swallens tile flooring; 
328.25 Joe Daly -flooring installation) 

Winchester Tile- bathroom tile work 

Thomas M. Donnelly- carpentry work 

Thomas M, Donnelly- II II 

P & M Painting Co, 

Thomas M. Donnelly- carpentry work 

Swallen 1s - dryer, refrigerator, range & hood 

Roger L. Howe (Lightning Electric) 

Woodward Garber - louver screen inserts 

G & K Plumbing 

Dangel Electronics - heat detectors 

Kichler's Inc.- minibl inds 

Thomas M. Donnelly- insulating cover for fan 

P & M Painting Co. 

Roger L. Howe (Lightning Electric) 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS FROM FUND B 1987/88 

452.96 

839.19 

1,500,00 

696.86 

6,385.00 

565.00 

858.75 

765.15 

466. 12 

1,652.33 

5,171.87 

1,244.24 

1,358.00 

500.00 

33.48 

5,615.75 

130.30 

456.80 

1 78. 15 

497.00 

511.23 

29,878. 18 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

STATEMENT FOR THE PERIOD AUGUST 1, 1987 THROUGH JULY 31, 1988 

Balance as of August I, 1987 

Receipts 

Disbursements 

Balance as of 7/31/88 

237.75 

65,693.9~ 

65,80~.6~ 

127.05 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Dues and Initiation Fees (2,350.00 transferred to Fund B) 

Xmas Fund 

Withdrawals from Merrill Lynch 

Spring Outing Assessment - Transferred to Fund B 

Indianapolis Dinner Assessment- Transferred to Fund B 

Annual Dinner Assessment - Transferred to Fund B 

Gifts transferred to Fund B 

Long distance phone reimbursements from G. Ranieri 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

21 ,039.00 

1, 387 .oo 

41,200 .oo 

750.00 

321.50 

700,00 

210.00 

86.44 

65,693.94 



Dl SBURSEMENTS 

Beverages 

Food 

CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

Clerical Services 

Giovanni Ranieri Salary 

Gas & Electric 

Telephone 

Water 

Insurance 

Postage, Printing, Stationery, Supplies 

Replacements, Repairs, etc. (see details on separate page) 

Real Estate Taxes 

Social Security 518.74 

Cincinnati Income Tax 76.95 

Ohio Tax - Ohio Bureau of Employment Serv. 88.71 

Treasurer of State of Ohiri 80.99 

3,378.47 

5,627.05 

550.00 

2,280.00 

3,934.61 

767.59 

245.60 

2,246.00 

1,043.69 

218.19 

3,611.45 

Total Taxes 799.73 

Miscellaneous (see details on separate page) 5,670.76 

Transfer of Funds 35,431.50 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 65,804.64 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS - TRANSFERS = OPERATING EXPENSES 

65,804.64 - 35,431.50 30,373.14 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

REPAIRS, REPLACEMENTS, SERVICE, ETC. 

Sept. 16, '87 Rose Exterminator Co. (termite control) 35.00 

Sept. 16, '87 Honeywell Protection Serv. (closing bill) 26.89 

Dec,. 29, '87 Dangel Electronics (security system monitoring) 90.00 

Feb. 4 188 , John A. Diehl Co. (heating service call) 66.30 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 87/88 218.19 



CENTRAL TRUST OPERATING ACCOUNT 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES 

Aug. 31, 187 Bank Service Charge 5.82 

Sept. 30, '87 Giovanni Ranieri 33.65 

Sept. 30, '87 Giovanni Ranieri (cleanup, Inc. carpet cleaning 
equipment rental) 285.00 

Sept. 30, '87 Bank Service Charge 6.45 

Oct, 8, '87 Triangle Cleaning Service (windows) 58.20 

Oct. 13, '87 Giovanni Ranieri 34.26 

Oct. 13, '87 Giovanni Ranieri (G. Stamaty, yard work reimb.) 115.00 

Oct. 26, '87 West Fields (kitchen staff - annual dinner) 300.00 

Oct. 26~1 '87 Mark Dunn (server II II ) 50.00 

Oct. 26,, '87 Nick Tarpoff (bartender II II ) 40.00 

Oct. 26, '87 Eston Hoard II II II .L 55.00 

Oct. 26, '87 Giovanni Ranieri (servers II II ) 120.00 

Oct. 26, '87 Giovanni Ranieri (pay II II ) 50.00 

Oct. 30, '87 Alma Rose Flower Shop (flowers - II II ) 195.18 

Oct. 30, '87 Giovanni Ranieri (equipmt.rental- II II ) 455.00 

Oct. 31 , '87 Bank Service Charge 8.78 

Nov, 10, '87 Graduate Service, Inc. (engraving) 19.50 

Nov. 30' '87 Bank Service Charge 7.66 

Dec. 1' '87 Giovanni Ranieri 17.20 

Dec. 15, '87 Giovanni Ranieri 20.96 

Dec. 15, '87 Giovanni Ran I eri (Xmas decorations) 31.45 

Dec. 21 , '87 Krys ia Tritt (Xmas music) 60.00 

Dec. 21' '87 Cecilia Johnson ( II II ) 60.00 

Dec. 21, '87 Susan Rakowski ( II II ) 60.00 

Dec. 21 ' '87 Giovanni Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 1 ,282.00 

Dec. 29, '87 Giovanni Ranieri 39.37 

Dec. 31' '87 Bank Service Charge 26.92 
(cont 1d) 



. ' 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURES (cont 1d) 

Jan. 12, 188 Giovanni Ranieri 12.85 

Jan. 12, •88 Eston Hoard (Xmas bartending) II 0.00 

Jan. 22, 188 Rens1er 1s (Puha11a photo) 12.06 

Jan. 26, '88 Giovanni Ranieri 30.39 

Jan. 26, '88 G i ov ann i Ranieri (Xmas bonus) 105.00 

Jan. 31 , 188 Bank Service Charge 2.26 

Feb. 11 , '88 Giovanni Ranieri 3.99 

Feb. 11 , 188 Duveneck House, Inc. (photo framing) 191.73 

Feb. 22, 188 Graduate Service, Inc. (place engraving) 40.80 

Feb. 23, 188 Giovanni Ranieri 2.53 

Feb. 29, '88 Bank Service Charge 6.21 

Mar. 18, 188 Rensler's (Watkins photo) 12.06 

Mar. 24, 188 Giovanni Ranieri 4.82 

Mar. 31, 188 Bank Service Charge 5.08 

Apr. 5, '88 Giovanni Ranieri 15.94 

Apr. 18, 188 Rens 1er 1s (Campbell photo) 13.11 

Apr. 19, 188 Giovanni Ranieri II. 54 · 

Apr. 27, 188 Rensler 1s (Caldwell photo) 13.01 

Apr. 30, 188 Bank Service Charge 10.36 

May 3, '88 Giovanni Ranieri 8.13 

May 18, 188 Giovanni Ranieri 20.95 

Hay 31, •sa Bank Service Charge 6.52 

June 8, 188 Giovanni Ranieri 16.36 

June 8, 188 George H. Stamaty (yard work) 274.63 

June 13, 188 Wesley Fields (kitchen staff - s p r i ng out i ng ) 300.00 

June 13, 188 Giovanni Ranieri (dining room staff- II II ) 180.00 

June 13, 188 Giovanni Ranieri (pay II II ) 75.00 

June 13, 188 Eston Hoard (bartender II II ) 55.00 

June 13, 188 Jason Scorinia (waiter II II ) 40.00 

June 21, •88 Giovanni Ranieri (misc. rentals II II ) 478.32 

June 30, 188 Bank Service Charge 4.03 

July 26, '88 Sound Technology-George Pallage (50 tapes) 164.50 

July 31, 188 Bank Service Charge 
6 u 18 

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS EXPENDITURE 1987/88 
5,670.76 



THE LITERARY CLUB 

CONSERVATOR'S ANNUAL REPORT 
BUILDING PRESERVATION COMMITIEE ACTIVITIES 

·September 19, 1988 

Our Treasurer's report in September covering the previous 
fiscal year, August 1 through July 31, does not report untn a year 
later, major Preservation expenditures disbursed during the late 
Summer and early Fan months. 

For example, the balance in Preservation Fund B just 
reported by our Treasurer, has already been spent or obligated, 
to reduce our anticipated Nov. '88 balance to around $1 ,'YJJ.OO • 

This report wm review Preservation activities of FY 1987/88 
(Peck) , then report on the projects now being completed, which 
wm appear in the Treasurer's report on FY 1988/89 (Robertson) 
next September, 1989. 

Fiscal Year 1987/88 (Peck) 
.Mgjor projects completed: 
Replaced plumbing and electrical fixtures, replaced floor and 

painted wans and ceDing in first floor men's room. Restored, 
painted and re-lit cloak room. Installed new plumbing stack, 
basement to roof, to serve the basement, first and second floors of 
South buDding. 

Designed and equipped new combined kitchen, laundry, 
dining room and adjacent entry han in Steward's second floor 
apartment. Repaired or replaced defective fiXtures in adjacent 

bath room. 
Installed new electric sub feed for second floor kitchen, 

security yard light, stair han exhaust fan, and third floor including 4 
individually thermostatically controlled electric baseboard heaters 
in the previously entirely uninsulated, unheated and unventDated 
space directly under the roof. 

Provided new window shades on second floor and first floor 

toDet and cloak room. 
Patched plaster and spot-painted main entrance hall and 

stair. 
Charlie Robertson tackled our difficult buDding security system, 

changed monitoring company, modernized proceedures and 
system, added heat detectors, and alarms, keeps on top of it. 

The problem of deteriorated shades on our chandaliers was 
resolved by their elimination ,entirely, replaced by the present bare 
bulbs inproving the appearance and quality of light produced. 



-2-
Completed work of repairing first floor joists, termite 

weakened support structure, revealed in previous year removal of 
entire basement plaster cemng. This work ended the ever present 
possibnify of members suddenly dropping out of sight through the 
floor, where even our augmented audio system could not reach 
them. 

Total Fund 8 disbursements, FY 1987/88 t 29,878 
* • • • 

Fiscal Year 1988/89 (Robertson) 
Major projects now being installed. 
MAS Construction Systems, proposal approved, 9/6/88 

work nearing completion. ---------------------- t 6,450.00 
Furnish and install fire rated cening,· wan segments, label 

door, frame and hardware, making a combustion contained boner 
· room enclosure in the North ·west quadrant of the basement of our 
old 1840 buHding. This wm complete our commitment to the 
Cincinnati Bunding Commissioner to restore structural integrity and 
improve fire safety of this bunding following removal of the . 
defective plaster cemng in the entire old basement. 

That ceRing no longer had provided any fire protection 
whatsoever. To the contrary, it had made a warm moist 
inaccessible space providing a perfect climate for termite 
infestation. Though some radical spot emergency structural repairs 
had been made periodicany over the last ten years, the tun extent 
of structural damage was revealed only by removal of the entire 
cening in September of 1986. Extensive shoring, splicing and 
structural repair work was completed last year. This new boner 
room completes the job. 

Roger L. Howe, E1ectrician, proposal accepted 9/5/88, 
work completed and approved 9/13/88 ------- t 476.82 

8ectrical rearrangement in basement to make boner room 
enclosure feasible. 

Diehl, H&AC Co. proposal, not yet received. wm furnish and 
install duct and grme to meet code requirement for exterior 
combustion air to boner room. Cost not yet determined. 

John Diehl, BuDding Preservation Committee member, 
designed this work to reduce unused boner capacity, has devised a 
new combustion air system, located and furnished size of opening 
for duct thru new boner room partition, and sized opening for 
exterior grme, to be furnished by others. John wm furnish us, at 
cost, a much needed humidifier for our vault, where we store 
irreplaceable documents. 
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Tom Donnelly, Carpenter. Materials at cost, labor at 

agreed hourly rate. Scope of work not yet finally determined, 
cost not yet estimated. 

Carpenter to furnish labor and material to: Reduce SW 
basement sash and provide opening in fixed panel for grme by Diehl 
Co. Repair and rebund, as required, two West court yard gates to 
street for locking security. Repair Fourth Street entrance door. 
Furnish and install new screened exterior wood louver and sash in 
existing opening on third floor East wan. 

Furnish labor and material for improvements in stair han and 
. · elsewhere on second floor as designed and directed by 

Conservator to improve circulation, privacy, and security conditions 
in Steward's apartment. 

Jim Wilson, Plumber wm repair leaking water pipe in new 
boner room, extend copper line, provide and install new dialectic 
union. 

All of the above work, in FY 1988l89 (Robertson)_, wm 
be completed within the limits of Fund B monex as 
!§.P-Orted available bY. the Treasurer. 

* * * * 
In 1983 as Vice President, I was shocked to discover that our 

club habitually lived in a condition where Inflation added to our 
increasing annual deficit, each year rescued by larger raids on our 
capital funds, our unrevised dues only perpetuating the 
unconscionable continued neglect of our buHding and its contents. 

We had not heeded prior warnings. 
We had not provided the reasonable economical preventive 

maintenance every buHding requires, when costs were a fraction of 

what they are now. 
Our membership had not provided even the moderate 

current operating costs, instead depended on increasing charity at 
the expense of previous members' generosity. 

We did not preserve for our future members the bounty we 
took for granted, and squandered. Our diminished endowment, 
wisely invested by our present Treasurer and his predecessor, has 

survived. 
As President, FY 1984-1985, my 135th Anniversary Paper was 

devoted largely to the deterioration of our Clubhouse buHding, 
equipment and furnishings from continued neglect in the face of 
rapidly accelerating costs. The major thrust of my activit!es since 
have been directed , to preservation of our Club and getttng us on 
the firm ground of fiscal responsibility. 
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Th at objective, stm unrealized, is now substantially reduced 

from the nearly 50% shortfall of a few years ago when our income 
was scrambled together in a grab bag from which money to meet · 
current bms for operations was extracted first, leaving none for 
bunding maintenance and repairs; dire emergencies were 
minimally financed by added raids on our capital funds. 

The membership on March 4, 1985 adopted a resolution of 
the Board, written at my behest, by Ed Merkel and Lou Gatch, to 
establish a BuDding Preservation Fund to receive gifts 
designated to Fund A or Fund B, and that these assets not be 
commingled with any other club funds and be accounted for ' 
separately. 

A Resolution establishing a Preservation Committee, and a 
new member of the Board of Management, with the title, 
Conservator, was proposed under the administration of em 
Sullivan, and unanimously adopted by the Board of Management, 
October 14, 1985. The undersigned was elected the first 
Conservator and has served in that capacity to date. 

Dues and initiation fees have been raised such that our 
treasurer's interim report of last January 11, 1988, " .... onlicip(.?les 
an operoling delicil (.?/ ~~~ 7.~5.,0..7 byAugusl .. '? ~f l.~lk'f" We stm dip 
into cash reserves for the difference, but now at a substantially 
reduced 7.2% of the estimated operational expenses of $30,545.00 
for the past year. When we do catch up, I hope we never again 
revert to simnar complacency. 

Fund B, from September 1986 to December 1987 supplied 
and dispursed for conservation $ 41,490.50. Our needs in the next 
few years exceed this substantially. 

I have enjoyed working with Charlie Robertson, John Diehl, 
and our Treasurer, George Rieveschl over a period of years 
starting before there was a Conservator, BuHding Preservation 
Committee, fund "A" or fund "B". 

We have shared with most of the membership unqualified 
support of the objectives of The Literary Club and preservation of 
our property to that end. 

Let no one suggest that any attempt has been made or is 
contemplated to make this buDding into an ostentatious 
monumental period piece. It is an historical place by virtue of the 
139 year old Literary Club it houses in a fine, distinguished, 
unpretentious, 149 year old buHding. 
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we should jealously treasure this buHding, thoughttuny 

designed specificaTiy for our unique purpose, which it serves 
completely, and on whose preservation our future existence may 
truly depend. 

Speaking only for myself, I have performed services of 
programmer, architect, general contractor, negotiator, buyer, 
coordinator, expediter, inspector, and construction superintendent, 
for which work I am reasonably qualified, and unassisted typist, 
accountant and lowly go-fer for which I am not. 

Nowhere does the job description of Conservator or 
BuDding Preservation Committee imply the raising of funds. 
Our functions are to identifying needs, prepare programs, estimate 
costs, and execute approved programs. Isn't that enough? 

It is not good politics to raise taxes during an election year. 
Unfortunately every year, here, is an election year. No one likes a 
scold, which I have become, harping endlessly on money, but we 
are making progress. 

I have recommended that Charlie initiate a Preservation 
Fund Drive and seek from among our membership an individual or 
group, skffied in that art, to get the substantial remaining job on a 
continuing sound financial basis. I am now preparing a list of 
projects an of which Charlie and I have discussed at length, not for 
agrandisement, but for much needed giriatric care for our aging, 
long neglected old Clubhouse. 

In conclusion 1 have asked our new President, Charlie 
Robertson, not to appoint me to the Board of Management as 
Conservator, the vacancy to become effective when the above 
described immediate program reaches completion in the next few 

months. 
Injuries to my neck and spine from an accident, restrict my 

abnity to continue the climbing and running about required to 
perform this work. My first priority now is pursuit of a program of 
intensive physical therapy to rebuHd my strength and restore my 

impaired mobnity. 
My interest is undiminished. I shan be avaHable for less 

physically demanding support as requested. 

Read in condensed 
form 9/19/88 



MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 26, 1988 
MEETING OF THE LITERARY CLUB 

President Charles Robertson presided. 

There were 52 members and two guests in attendance. The 
budget was presented by Lewis G. Gatch. 

The first paper entitled "Ryan And The Honor system" was 
written by Louis M. Prince. 

Ryan, a nonfictional, abrasive, aggressive, arbitrary and 
obnoxious acquaintance of the writer from his war days kept 
turning up from time to time. Having amassed a huge fortune, 
Ryan became interested in fox hunting and steeplechasing, two 
sports in which the writer also participated. 

In one incident, the writer and his wife were invited to 
Ryan's place in the Adirondacks to hear about his latest 
races and play tennis. The sojourn ended abruptly when the 
writer's wife detected a bat flying around their bedroom at 
three o'clock in the morning. Failing to catch it in a 
towel, they packed their bags and left. 

Only recently, Ryan hired an old time groom in Lexington who 
had once worked for Lew. The groom had over imbibed the 
night before a race when he should have been removing feed 
and bedding from the horse's stall. As a result, the horse's 
belly was so full at race time that it made him swaybacked, 
and he was barely able to lumber around the track much less 
negotiate the steeplechase obstacles. 

The writer hopes he is out of the City in the event Ryan 
inadvertently shows up, so he doesn't have to bring him to 
The Literary Club. 

The second paper enitled "The Wisdom Of Childhood", was 
written by John H. wulsin. 

When Charlie retired after fifty years with the same company 
as head of maintenance, he was eagerly anticipating the fun 
he was going to have. But his euphoria soon turned to 
disappointment. A fishing trip with one of his pals ended 
with Charlie returning with a few frozen fish and lots of bug 
bites. Early triumphs at the race track were not repeated, 
and he finally stopped going to the track. Drinking beer at 
the local bar with his friends ended when they carried him 
home one night dead drunk and sea sick green. · Finally, an 
affair with a delicatessen waitress terminated after his wife 
sent her a card celebrating his fifty-eighth birthday 
together with an old set of his dentures. 
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Charlie's sympathetic and understanding wife philosophizes 
that after men grow ~P and ~heir show closes down, they
become b~ys once aga1n play1ng games, swapping harmless jokes 
and runn1ng to mother when they fall on their faces The 
difference is they no longer want to grow up. They.have the 
chance to resume the wisdom of childhood if only they would 
let themselves go. 

The third paper entitled "Triplets And The Honor system", was 
written by Lewis G. Gatch. 

The writer recounts his college committment to the honor 
system which required him to turn himself or anyone else in 
for cheating. Was this the reason he returned to a Dean a 
hat snatched from his head during a freshman riot? The honor 
system resulted in the expulsion of one of Lew's classmates 
who stupidly read in speech class an essay from the sunday 
~ York Times magazine that he was supposed to have 
authored. 

However, the central theme of the paper involved a poker game 
called Triplets which requires nothing to open and three of a 
kind or better to win. Staked by his monthly ROTC check of 
$37.50, Lew found himself $200.00 in the whole when his three 
queens were beaten by a full house. When he finally got 
lucky and drew a single card to a straight flush~ the 
excitement must have shown on his face for the other players 
dropped out leaving him with a nice pot but still $90.00 in 
debt. He was able to swap lOU's with his roommate, but the 
quid £!£ quo was the requirement that he serve as his 
indentured slave, making his bed, doing his laundry, shining 
his shoes, running errands and varnishing the floor of his 
off ice at the newspaper. The honor system lesson was,'' Never 
bet light unless you have a straight flush~ 

Respectful~ ·~~tt:d·. .... 

y~ ~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 3, 1988 
MEETING OF THE LITERARY CLUB 

President Charles Robertson presided. 

There were 56 members in attendance. The paper entitled "By 
Their Fruits ••• " was written and read by Irvine H. 
Anderson. 

In the early nineteenth century, the 200 year Ch'ing Dynasty 
was decaying. 

Following a war begun in 1840, China was forced to cede Hong 
Kong to Britain, open five ports to trade and make other 
concessions, all of which further weakened the ruling Ch'ing 
Dynasty. 

It was into this milieu that Hung Hsiu-ch'uan was born. 
Having received visions after he collapsed into a forty day 
delirium upon his third failure to pass civil service 
examinations, Hung read some Christian tracts and concluded 
that he was the third member of the Trinity. 

In 1847, Hung formed a group called the Association of God 
Worshippers. By 1851, it grew to 10,000 and declared a 
revolution against the Ch'ing Dynasty. Starting.in Southwest 
China, the Association marched north toward the Yangtze 
Valley and Nanking, gathering followers along the way. 

Absolute chastity was decreed during the revolution, since 
energy had to be focused on enemy destruction. 

Within two years, the movement was a million strong and 
penetrating the Yangtze Valley. On March 19, 1853, Hung 
entered Nanking on a sedan chair carried by thirty-six men 
and established his new order in South China. 

Soon, Hung began to show signs of mental instability. His 
court was plagued with corruption and intrigue. Asserting 
that his needs were different from ordinary men, Hung 
acquired a harem of eighty-eight concubines. Needless to 
say, the rule of chastity was dropped. 

When one of Hung's lieutenants was discovered plotting to 
siege power, he was killed as were twenty thousand of his 
followers. 

The Manchu Dynasty, together with a small western led force 
known as the "Ever Victorious Army" mounted a counter 
offensive and surrounded Nanking in July of 1864. Hung took 
poison. His heavenly palace in flames, Hung's body was found 
in a sewer wrapped in a silk of royal yellow. 
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Historians estimate that during the thirteen year civil war, 
some twenty to forty million persons died. 

In the Gospel According to Matthew, it is written, "When a 
tree does not yield good fruit, it is cut down and burnt." 
The fruit of Hung's life was twenty to forty million dead, 
including himself in a sewer underneath his burning palace. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
President Robertson announced two appointments, John A. Diehl 
as Historian, and a Memorial Committee for Eslie Asbury 
consisting of Taylor Asbury, Chairman, Charles D. Aring, 
Frank H. Mayfield and John A. Diehl ex officio. 

The minutes of the September 19, 1988 and September 26, 1988 
meetings were read by Secretary David Reichert and approved. 

Edward Lee Burdell was elected to membership. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Reichert, 



1 ' 

THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEE~ING HELD OCTOBER 10, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. 

There were 50 members plus 4 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "By George! Another Bicentennial" was 
written and read by Luther Tucker. Two incidents reminded 
the writer that 1989 is the bicentennial of the adoption of 
the Bill of Rights. The first occurred in October 1939, two 
years prior to Pearl Harbor, when Luther was jailed for over 
seven weeks in Kyoto, Japan for "distributing literature 
which was confusing to the public mind". 

The second incident occurred some 25 years ago when a 
contingent of John Birch Society members of his congregation 
brought formal charges against him for non-religious 
activities. Luther had convened a public meeting in Madeira 
sponsored by the Cincinnati Branch of the ACLU with a panel 
of speakers consisting of a UC Faculty member, a local 
newspaper man and an attorney discussing the topic "Current 
threats to civil liberties". 

Luther traces the history of the Bill of Rights back to the 
Magna Carta accepted by King John in 1215, through four 
liberty documents adopted by the British Parliament in 1628, 
1678, 1689 and 1701. 

In May 1776, George Mason drafted the Virginia Declaration of 
Rights, part of which Thomas Jefferson adapted into the 
Declaration of Independence. Mason was also the major author 
of the first written National Constitution adopted by the 
Constitutional Convention in May of 1787. 

Mason's efforts in drafting the first Virginia Declaration of 
Rights had far reaching effects. After LaFayette's.volunteer 
military service terminated, he returned to France 1n 1787 
where two years later, as Vice President of the National 
Constituent Assembly, he initiated the Dec~aration.of the 
Rights of Man and Citizen. In 1789, the B1ll of R7ghts was 
finally adopted by the United States Congress and 1s thus 
worthy of a bicentennial celebration next 

~ ·c---
Y~: .. e \: csrn " 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
Minutes of Meeting, October 17, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 55 members 
plus two guests in attendance. 

A paper entitled "THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF VINCENZO PERUGIA" was 
written and read by David Reichert: 

On August 21, 1911 Vincenzo Perugia and two compatriots 
stole the Mona Lisa. Here, in exciting detail is Vincenzo's 
own account of the theft. 

He had been paid handsomely by Marquis Eduardo de Valfierno 
who instructed Vincenzo to hold the painting until further word 
from him. (I am omitting the steps in the theft and escape lest 
some one of you be tempted to duplicate the feat) • Valfierno 
had no intention of selling the masterpiece -- he had a better 
idea. 

He contracted with Yves Chaudron, a master of painting 
fakes, to paint six copies. He counted on the quirk of certain 
collectors to pay for a stolen masterpiece even though it could 
not safely be sold. He sold the six fak~s for $1,800,000. 

The search for the missing Mona Lisa went on unsuccessfully 
for years with some close calls for Vincenzo and a false arrest 
of some characters named Pablo Picasso and a poet, Guillaume 
Apollonaire, (interesting but irrelevant digressions). 

Vincenzo heard no more from de Valfierno and in November, 
1913 decided to return the Leonardo to Italy. He offered it to 
a dealer in Florence for a paltry $100,000. He, in turn, had 
the painting checked and verified by Professor Poggi, Director 
of the Uffizi, who then called in the police. 

On June 14, 1914 the trial began. The spectators burst 
into applause when Vincenzo's lawyers argued that Vincenzo was 
not a professional thief but a hero returning to Italy what was 
rightly hers. After an hour's deliberation, the Tribunal 
sentenced Vincenzo to a year and 15 days. On appeal, the term 
was reduced to seven months. Since he had already been imprisoned 
for seven months and nine days, he was released on July 29, 1914. 

After its recovery, the Mona Lisa was exhibited to huge 
crowds in Florence, Rome, and Milan before being returned 
to France on December 31, 1914. 

A lovely bit of imagery, David! Whoever said "Truth is stranger 
than fiction"? 

William A. Sullivan, Secretary, pro tern. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

Minutes of October 24, 1988 Meeting 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 51 members 
plus two guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Some of 
My Best Friends" was written and read by Charles M. Judd. 

Authors Albert Camus, Teilhard de Chardin, Loren Eisely Alan 
Paton, Antoine de Saint-Exupery, Arnold J. Toynbee, Bar~ara 
ward, and E. B. White have become the writer's friends. 

What motivated Camus and what made the writer want to read 
him was his constant appreciation for Man, with a capital 
"M". 
de Chardin's great contribution was to overcome the ninteenth 
century notion that science and religion were a dichotomy, 
that a person was either a theologian or a scientist. 

Loren Eisely was an observer of both nature and man. 

The writer regards Alan Paton as a modern day saint. In the 
middle fifties, Charles wrote to Paton when a resolution was 
passed at an Episcopal convention having to do with the south 
African pass laws. He received from Paton .a beautiful 
letter, written in simple but elegant style. 

de Saint-Exupery wrote "Wind Sand and Stars" to tell men 
passionately that they were all inhabitants of the same 
planet -- passengers on the same ship. 

Toynbee rekindled the writer's interest in history. His 
books changed his life because he came to understand the 
importance of politics. Politics, as tomorrow's history, 
make a difference not only in our lives but in those of our 
children and grandchildren. 

Barbara ward thought that western society and its 
institutions depended upon having both freedom and faith if 
western civilization is to stay viable. A world order, not 
nation states, is our future. 

E. B. White lived in a world convinced that it and people are 
mostly good. However, he also knows that the world is filled 
with pitfalls and that sometimes people disappoint him. 
White's published letters are one of the writer's favorites 
of all his writings. 

---y~\ ., 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE .. LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING OCTOBER 31, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided at this, the 139th 
Anniversary of the Club. There were 65 members in attendance 
who celebrated with great delight the banquet featuring roast 
leg of veal exquisitely prepared by our steward, Giovanni 
Ranieri with wine selected by Woody Garber. 

President Robertson read a letter from Lawrence H. Rogers II 
relating an anecdote pertaining to Eslie Asbury. 

Taylor Asbury read a memorial resolution to Eslie Asbury who 
died September 4, 1988. Assisting in the drafting of the 
resolution was Frank Mayfield, Charles Aring, John Diehl and 
Eslie Asbury himself through a short letter he wrote for a 
budget given April 26, 1965. A copy of the memorial is 
attached to the minutes. 

President Robertson read a paper entitled "The Stewards of 
the Club". During the last 53 years, the Club has had only 
five stewards or housekeepers of which President Robertson 
served with three • 

Ray Carpenter served before 1935 until the fall of 1946 when 
he was succeeded by Margaret Browning who ret.ired in 1967. 
Russell Cooke was steward from 1967 until his retirement in 
1982 •. 

When Robert Dressler replaced Russell Cooke in 1982, he 
ushered in the era of gourmet buffet. 

Giovanni Ranieri succeeded Dressler in November 1983. He 
married Suzanne Gore in 1987 and in December, Suzanne and 
Giovanni had a daughter, thereby becoming the first family to 
live in the Club quarters. The Club has been fortunate to 
have excellent stewards over the past 50 years, and it is 
hoped that Giovanni will continue his distinguished service 
for many years to come. 

David Re1chert 
Secretary 
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LAWRENCE H.ROGERS,ll 
4600 DRAKE ROAD 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 415243 

Mr. Charles Robertson 
President 
The Literary Club 
500 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Dear I.vlr. Robertson: 

9 September 1988 

As a longtime friend and admirer of Dr. Eslie Asbury, 
I knew him as a devotee of The Literary Club. Accord
ingly, I felt the Club would cherish an anecdote about 
him that dramatizes the awesome literary ca9acity of 
our beloved Az. 

For about a dozen years, a group of us were guests 
every autumn of Jock Lawrence and Dave Ingalls at the 
Ingalls Ring Oak Plantation in Florida. During four 
days arid nights each year, the same group would shoot 
golf in the morning, dove in the afternoon, bridge at 
night, and the breeze all the time. Az, of course, was 
every one's favorite companion. 

In 1970, Lingy Harrison, one of the regulars, said to 
the rest of us, "Next year is Az's seventy-fifth birthday. 
And it will happen while we are all here. Let's have a 
gift for him worthy of the occasion." 

So it was decided that Lingy would buy a silver tray; one 
of the others would collect all our signatures to engrave 
on it; and I was appointed to come up with an appropriate 
inscription. 

I agonized over this task for about six months, turning 
up nothing that even remotely matched the intellect, 
character, capabilities, and warmth of this truly most 
remarkable human being. Lingy called me several times 
to tell me the rest of the gift was ready and that time 
was running out. 

0 

he 

g-



Hr. Charles Robertson 
The Literary _Club 
9 September 19 8 8 
Page 2 

Desperate now, I sat down one evening with Bartlett's 
FAMILIAR QUOTATIONS and started with Geoffrey Chaucer 
on page three of the Ninth Edition. Happily it took 
only until page 251 out of the total of 1,578. And 
there! It fairly jumped off the page at me: 

In arguing too, the parson own'd his skill, 
For e'en though vanquished, he could argue still; 
~Jhile words of. learned length and thundering sound 
Amaz'd the gazing rustics rang'd around, 
And still they gaz'd, and still the wonder grew, 
That one small head could carry all he knew. 

The platter was duly engraved, and the great day came. 
Golfing and shooting behind us, we were called to table 
by candlelight for an elegant feast capped by a huge 
birthday cake crowned with seventy-five candles. Az 
blew them all out - naturally - and rose to make 
acknowledg_ement. But he was pre-empted and handed a 
beribboned package. · When he had unwrapped it, he turned 
the platter toward the candle light and began to read: 

" .••.•••••. and still the wonder grew, 
That one small head could carry all he knew." 

"Ahal" he cried out. "Oliver Goldsmith's DESERTEP VILLAGE, 
Canto Seven, The Parson!" 

And he proceeded to recite the entire passage -- some 
forty lines of poetry -- from memory! 

I felt you should have this priceless bit of Asburiana 
as an additional memorial to his prodigious intellect. 

Very sincerely, 

LHR~beh 
0 

he 

g-



MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

ESLIE ASBURY 

(Nov. 19, 1895 - Sept. 4, 1988) 

"A II s was our beloved and most clubable fellow-

member, and long-time Historian, a man of many talents 

and unusual achievements i~ so many fields: a devoted 

family man, master surgeon, learned physician, thorough

bred horse breeder, environmentalist, author, lecturer, 

and historian. 

All of these achievements, combined with his courage 

and innate optimism, and his boundless capacity for friend

ship, enabled him to make the world a better and happier 

place. He lived to the fullest his 92 year~. 

We will miss his fellowship, his wit and his creative 

thought, but the mood of the committee is not one of mourn

ing but rather one of celebrating a life whlch we had the 

privilege of sharing. 

His family tradition 1s a proud one, especially in 

medicine. His father was a physician. His wife, a most 

gentle person, was a pioneer ophthalmic pathologist. Her 

father, Dr. Arthur L. Knight, was a remarkable family 

physician and a devoted member of The Literary Club. His 

two sons are eminent physicians known nationally and inter-

nationally. 

As was generous and supportive of his colleagues in 

medicine, especially the younger ones whose respect he held 

and deserved. He would look with enthusiasm at proposals to 

improve medical care or medical education. If he thought the 

proposal good, he would commit an aspect of his prodigious 

energy, his skills, and often his financial backing to bring

ing it to fruition. His loyalty to his alma mater, the 
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University of Cincinnati and theM Cl' · , ayo 1n1c, was 

~bsolute. He knew well all the Presidents of u.c. since 

his matriculation in 1912, and served as an of~icial and 

unofficial advisor t L B · o angsam, enn1s and Steger that we 

know about. 

His love for, and his influence upon his children, 

his grandchildren and his great grandchildren, was much 

stronger than is usually the case even for such a patriarch. 

The reader intends to present this aspect of Eslie Asbury 

in a more leisurely paper sometime in the future. Suffice it 

to say for now that he was a powerful, beneficial force 

for all members of his family. 

Perhaps next to his family and his profession, came 

The Literary Club as a very important aspect of his life. 

The next section concerning the club is contributed by 

John Diehl, the incoming Historian. 

Eslie Asbury was elected to membership in The Literary 

Club in 1926, 62 years ago, apparently not quite the record 

for longevity. He said he was 1 smuggled 
1 

in by Dr. Arthur 

Knight, his father-in-law and sponsored by Charlie Wilby, 

whom As considered the best of the old guard and one of the 

all time great members of the club. When As joined, there 

were still a few active members who had been contemporaries 

of some of the founders and thus in a sense he spanned the 

entire existance of the club. 

His many papers covered a wide varity of subjects liberally 

sprinkled with his personal and often unique interpretations. He 

always said that Literary Club papers should be on a subject that 

the author knows more about than anyone else. He wrote in an 

easy-going, unpretentious, "Will Rogers" sort of style, with 

charm and humor as well as solid substance. Some have even said 

he resembled Will Rogers. 
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There can be no doubt that he dearly loved the 

club. For many years he took personal care of the plants 

and shrubbery in the little garden at the f~dnt of the 

clubhouse, dubbed "Asbury Park". In a note to the board 

a couple of years ago, he wrote, "The farm Christmas 

turkey will be forthcoming for the 45th consecutive year, 

hope we can continue the tradition in spite of rising costs, 

signed As". 

In addition to his love of the Club and its traditions, 

As had a remarkable memory and a keen sense of history. He 

could quote verbatim, anecdotes he had heard from early Club 

stalwarts like Charles Wilby, John Ralston Jones, James Albert 

Green, Theodore Greve and others. In later years, when he 

had time for club research, he read all of the Club minutes 

from the very beginning, all of che thick Wilby and Hinkle 

scrapbooks and countless other early Club papers. He was 

steeped in Club lore and made the perfect Club Historian. 

For a memorable parting glimpse of As and his deep love 

of the Club, I cannot think of anything more appropriate than 

a short letter he wrote for a budget given April 26, 1965. 

The letter was from the secretary of the Celestial Branch of 

The Literary Club. 

"Dear Editor of the Budget, 
Please report to your members that regular meetings are 

held by the Celestial Branch of the Club. It may come as no 

surprise to you that through a degree of St. Peter, all members 

of The Literary Club who are in good standing when they leave 

the earth, automatically enter heaven and automatically become 

members of our Club. In addition to the pre-certified members, 

we have taken the Liberty of adding to our roster certain 

candidates proposed to the human club but not duly elected. 

The only qualification: The original sponsor must still be 

willing to back his man. 
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It will startle your members to know that 

practically all who were ever considered and turned down, 

got to heaven and some are as highly regarded as the regular 

members, proving that while you were sometimes wrong, you 

were seldom completely mistaken: a lesser Club might not even 

have considered them! Youf sponso~of a defeated candidate 

should take courage. Eventually he will elect his candidate 

if he can keep him on the straight and narrow. Nor should 

he despair even if his man is a doctor, contrary to the pre

vailing view on earth as expressed by this verse on a New 

England tombstone: 

Her flesh dissected by fiendish men 

Her bones anatomized 

Her soul, we trust, to heaven has flown 

Where no physicians rise. 

All of your doctors and ~Y~£ lawyers are here, thanks 

to their Literary Club membership, but it is true that these 

two professions are poorly represented in heaven generally. 

A study of the classified roster revealed only two other 

doctors and one other lawyer. 

Our meetings are held only once a month because many of 

our members are tied up with other interests. By special 

dispensation, a few, including Nevin Fenneman, Walter Draper 

and Martin Fisher, are literally tied up by the Club officers 

on the last Monday in October. They were caught trying to 

escape back to earth for your Anniversary Dinner. 

At our meetings the appointed reader selects one of the 

papers he wrote for the Living Club and the more papers a man 
~0~ wrote, theAoften.W he is called on. Charlie Wilby, who produced 

nearly 300 during his 65 year membership, is the leader by 

several multiples. 

We require the body of the original paper to remain the 

same but we permit and encourage revision within certain limits. 
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It may be shortened, lengthened and mechanically improved 

to meet the higher standars of Celestial Belles Lettres. 

Much lively conversation at the tables is engendered 

by this variation. We recall our many mistakes and 

absurdities especially of our over-long and over-serious 

first papers and are pleased to be able to correct them. 

What more could a Literary Club member ask of heaven? We 

immortals also make the author the center of congratulation 

and are glad you continue the custom since it provides one 

place on earth where a high class mortal can earn a kingship 

for one night every two years! 

As you can see, we continue to feel about tradition as 

you do: we respect it and usually follow it; but we are not 

ideologically hide-bound. Like all intelligent people, we 

believe that true conversation often means the orderly 

management of inevitable change. 

On the whole, we find ourselves in the same position as 

some of your older members - we have arrived. They have 

found Pacem 1n Terris, we have achieved Pacem in Paradisus. 

We fill out no forms, we have no burearcracy. Having fulfilled 

all Calvinistic requirements and meticulously paid our taxes 

while on earth, we have attained permanent angelic security. 

Old political opponents look back with many a laugh at their 

sham battles, having found their total motivations as earth

lings to have been consistently protoplasmic to wit: 

(1) All of us liked to eat to preserve ourselves (2) all loved 

at least to go through the motions and emotions of reproducing 

ourselves (3) When we sought power, actually all we needed was 

appreciation and applause. Since our reactions were exactly 

the same as those of any good bird dog, we must comfess to 

have taken ourselves a bit too seriously! 
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I apologize for moralizing from an unassailable 

position and all heaven knows we abhor preaching, but 

in closing I must congratulate you on not reverting to 

a debating society and not becoming a downtown branch of 

any professional club, political party or reform 

organization. Above all, it pleases us that you still 

cherish 1i t era 11 y your mot to "Here comes one with a paper" . 

Sincerely yours, Eslie Asbury 
The Secretary of the Celestial 
Branch of The Literary Club 

As you see I have taken literary license by appointing 

him Secretary. It is interesting to note that he has written 

about one half of his own memorial. Now a final word or two 

from the rest of the committee. 

His deep human understanding reflected in homespun 

wit and wisdom is evident in his writings. The minister 

conducting his memorial service who had not known him well 

picked out a number of "one liners" from his writings which 

were most ap1Jropriate. For example, "How can I be wrong when 

I am so sincere". He loved to credit this one to Jimm~ Carter. 

Some of us recall his joining a golf club other than the 

one that had been suggested in Florida. Asked why, he replied, 

"They give you back your money when you die." Subsequently, he 

resigned and sought membership at the age of 86 in the club 

originally proposed. With a three year waiting list, someone 

wondered if he would make it. His response was a parable about 

an even older man who had just bought a yearling at a sale. The 

seller suggested that he might not live to see the horse race. 

The buyer's response was "Hell, after this filly races, I want 

to see what kind of a broodmare she is." 

I hope the members share with me the feeling that this 

memorial has been appropriate for tonight. It would seem to be 

a fitting final tribute to the outgoing Historian and the current 

Secretary of The Celestial Branch of The Literary Club. 

Presented at the Anniversary Banquet, October 31, ·1988 
Taylor Asbury, Chairman 
Frank Mayfield 
Charles Aring 
John Diehl 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 7, 1988 

John W. Peck presided. There were 51 members plus 5 guests 
present. 

The paper entitled "The Edge of a Remark" was written and 
read by Eugene Mihaly. In the film Chariots of Fire, Harold 
Abraham stated of English anti-Semitism, "You catch it on the 
edge of a remark." This rhetorical device may be in the form 
of irony, sarcasm or satire. It may amuse, embarrass, 
provoke or ridicule. Regardless of the fact that the result 
may not be intentional malice but naivete, insensitivity or 
ignorance, it nevertheless bites and wounds. 

The writer does not focus on a single remark but rather on a 
floodtide of comments, analysis, radio and television 
editorials, the printed media, resolutions by international 
bodies and groups of various denominations directed against 
the State of Israel and its treatment of the Palestinians. 
He questions whether responses to the Arab-Israeli struggle 
are simple and straightforward with no hidden agenda, or are 
they reactions with an edge, masking an attack in which the 
Israeli-Arab's struggle is a veiled attack against all Jews. 

In 1982, when Christian Maronite Arabs ~illed Palestinians in 
the Lebanese refuge camp of Shatila, the World outcry was 
against Israel. The paper asks why does one not hear even a 
wimper when today, scores of Palestinians are killing each 
other in the same camp? Nearly as many Palestinians have 
been killed there in recent months as in the entire 
Intifada. Why were there no screaming headlines, outraged 
editorials, empassioned petitions and resolutions when 
President Assad and his minions butchered in Hamah 15,000 
Syrian Arabs? 

Jerusalem Mayor, Teddy Kollek, concludes, "That a 
Palestinian's death has meaning only when it is caused by a 
Jew." 

The writer contends that much of the reaction in the West and 
in the United States to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is 
colored by a fundamental anti-Jewish bias. He argues that 
Zionism and the modern State of Israel are the direct result 
of western anti-Semitism. None of this would have happened 
were it not for the ever-more virulent anti-Semitism of the 
so-called Christian world. 

The implications are twofold: First, the Western world.has 
accordingly abdicated its right to censure and to moral1ze. 
Second the West as creator of Israel, has 

respon;ibility f~r the~~ the_..__ . .-""-· 

David Reichert, Secretary 

·' 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. There.were 51 members 
and 4 guests present. 

The paper entitled "Quester" was written and read by John H. 
Wulsin. 

George was a content salesman who sold jewelry to small town 
sto~es. In ~is la~e th~rties, he was spritely, cheerful, 
act1ve and f1t. H1s maJor goal was to find excitement while 
staying whole and healthy. 

As a teenager, he tried drugs, but several bad experiences 
left him queasy and hounded by nightmares. Several years 
ago, he tried skydiving to brighten his weekends but the fear 
of his first jump left his legs so weak that he involuntarily 
stumbled forward into space, alone and gasping. 

When the leader of his afternoon rock climbing group slipped 
to his death on the cliff of a river gorge, George concluded 
that this activity called for more sweat than exhilaration. 

Then he entered an exotic commune in the hills of Tennessee. 
He was dunked in the Heavenly Pool of Purification, smeared 
with the Balm of Rejuvenation, taught to meditate, and urged 
by the Holy Guru to give up his material wealth in order to 
join in the ineffable bliss of love, peace and harmony. 
Unable to sleep one night, he poked around the campgrounds 
and found three shiny Mercedes in a shed. Peeking into the 
main house, called the Shrine of Holiness, he saw the Guru 
and two of his priests playing cards and being served by 
plump, young women in see-through gowns from a table piled 
with meats, cakes, fruit and liquor. One palace attendant 
was receiving instruction on the lap of her spiritial 
teacher. He quickly left the commune without money or 
trousers, leaving behind his thousand dollars initiation fee. 

George next tried scuba diving but gave that up after 
acquiring a mild case of the bends after spending too much 
time investigating an old wreck. 

Even sex was not fulfilling, since he valued his sleep and 
was content to visit town ladies along his route. 

Participation in a nudist commune offended his tastes, 
because of such contrived activities such as volleyball with 
all of the loose parts flopping about. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 14, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. There_were 51 members 
and 4 guests present. 

The paper entitled "Quester" was written and read by John H. 
Wulsin. 

George was a content salesman who sold jewelry to small town 
sto~es. In ~is la~e th~rties, he was spritely, cheerful, 
act1ve and f1t. H1s maJor goal was to find excitement while 
staying whole and healthy. 

As a teenager, he tried drugs, but several bad experiences 
left him queasy and hounded by nightmares. Several years 
ago, he tried skydiving to brighten his weekends but the fear 
of his first jump left his legs so weak that he involuntarily 
stumbled forward into space, alone and gasping. 

When the leader of his afternoon rock climbing group slipped 
to his death on the cliff of a river gorge, George concluded 
that this activity called for more sweat than exhilaration. 

Then he entered an exotic commune in the hills of Tennessee. 
He was dunked in the Heavenly Pool of Purification, smeared 
with the Balm of Rejuvenation, taught to meditate, and urged 
by the Holy Guru to give up his material wealth in order to 
join in the ineffable bliss of love, peace and harmony. 
Unable to sleep one night, he poked around the campgrounds 
and found three shiny Mercedes in a shed. Peeking into the 
main house, called the Shrine of Holiness, he saw the Guru 
and two of his priests playing cards and being served by 
plump, young women in see-through gowns from a table piled 
with meats, cakes, fruit and liquor. One palace attendant 
was receiving instruction on the lap of her spiritial 
teacher. He quickly left the commune without money or 
trousers, leaving behind his thousand dollars initiation fee. 

George next tried scuba diving but gave that up after 
acquiring a mild case of the bends after spending too much 
time investigating an old wreck. 

Even sex was not fulfilling, since he valued his sleep and 
was content to visit town ladies along his route. 

Participation in a nudist commune offended his tastes, 
because of such contrived activities such as volleyball with 
all of the loose parts flopping about. 
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It took surviving a severe July tornado and the witnessing of 
the utter destruction and death that caused George's life to 
begin to change. He began noting the level ~ich earth all 
tilled and ready for seed, the rising of green plants, the 
sky at dawn and dusk and other wonders of nature. 

A wave of loneliness caught him off guard one autumn day, and 
he wondered if, perhaps, he at last needed a wife. The 
writer concludes that. the search would lead him home, home to 
his native self, home to then ring y and 
exacting earth whose ryt surg'ng wo ld be 

~ 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING - November 21, 1988 

President Charles Roberston presided There were 
forty-five members plus two guests present: 

The paper entitled "If You Can't say something Nice, 
Don't Say Something At All", was written and read by Hayden 
Barkley May. . 

Serving on Cincinnati's Urban Design and Review Board 
is a new responsibility for the writer. The Board considers 
the.merits of various buildings primarily in the central 
bus1ness and central riverfront districts of cincinnati and 
determines whether redevelopment plans relate properly to 
their immediate surroundings in terms of the best available 
urban design criteria. 

Limited to visual appearance, the Board frequently 
helps architects justify and defend design objectives. 

The best architects are accustomed to similar review 
processes in other cities and are quite willing to discuss 
their design proposals with the Board, 

The new thirty storey central Trust Tower for which 
ground was broken the morning the paper was read presented a 
troublesome issue because of its tower location , The 
existing parking garage and the owner's desire for a Fifth 
Street address caused the architect to design a centrally 
located tower. The Board preferred a tower located forty 
feet closer to Fourth Street. In spite of Board a~proval of 
both schemes, the building will be developed in accordance 
with the architect's original design. 

The new Third & walnut Street building presents a 
problem primarily with respect to its facade, all of which 
are to be different, which seemed entirely too schizophrenic 
to the Board. The architect also recommended mirror glass to 
which some Board members objected vehemently •. To date the 
matter is unresolved. 

The sawyer Place Housing Project raises issues as to 
maintenance of the views of the Ohio River Valley from Mt, 
Adams and columbia Pkwy., and the construction stability of 
the Mt. Adams base. The project which has been vigorously 
opposed by Mt. Adams residents has apparently been worked out 
as the result of the close cooperation between the city, 
various special interest community groups, the Urban Design 
Review Board and the project architects. 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING NOVEMBER 28, 1988 

Vice· President James Elder presided. There were 46 members 
and 3 guests present. The budget was read by Rollin w. 
workman. 

T~e first paper by an anonymous author was excerpts from the 
m1nutes of the December 11, 1899 Cincinnati Chapter of Phi 
Beta K~ppa. The ~ociety, s~ek~ng a permanent meeting place, 
author1zed a corrunlttee cons1~t1ng of Joseph Wilby and 
Professors Sikes and Gosling to conclude arrangements to meet 
regularly in the rooms of the Literary Club at 25 East Eighth 
Street. 

The second paper entitled "Song of Rollin" was written by 
Dennis Puhalla. Words are silent. The reader breathes life 
into the black and white characters suspended in time and 
space. He adjusts the tone and volume, initiates a cadence 
and numbs the senses. In the Song of Roland, circa 777, it 
is left to the audience to extend the mind, to utilize its 
sense of sight and sound and to determine the psychological 
and emotional makeup of the characters and their relationship 
to each other. 

The perfect listener encourages the mind to travel beyond the 
origin of obvious intent. 

Numerous composers have been inspired by the commonplace of 
nature's sound. Beethoven, for example, was not impeded by 
his deafness but transformed his vision into intensely 
audible sound. 

In the delightful song for piano, "Noctuelles", Maurice Ravel 
captured.the awkward and clumsy night flight of the moth. 

The author asks, Do we look but not see? Do we hear but not 
listen? He challenges us to awaken and satiate the eye and 
listen to the litanies of silence. 

The third paper entitled "Excerpts From Alaska" was written 
by John L. Campbell. In March of 1974, the writer, on 
special assignment to the Anchorage Daily News, covered the 
Iditarod Dog Sled Race from Anchorage to Nome. 

Organized in the late sixties, with the first race taking 
place in 1973 it has become a symbol of Alaskan dog 
sledding. Th~ route roughly parallels the.old mail route 
established in 1910 and made famous by a n1ne ~an relay.team 
which transported diphtheria serum to Nome dur1ng the w1nter 
of 1925. That race to save lives had taken 170 hours to . 
travel the 1,100 mile distance. In 1974, the race was run 1n 
20 days and 15 hours or 495 hours. 



On March 4, 1974, 43 teams consisting of 500 dogs started the 
race. Included was a 25 year old teacher who was one of two 
women in the race, then a novelty. It would take her four 
weeks to fi~ish, ~nd would include crossing the Alaska range 
where the w1nd ch1ll factor would reach 150 below zero. Ten 
years later, a women would win the Iditarod. 

The writer's experience was heightened by the almost 
mandatory requirement of flying in and out of Anchorage in a 
piper cub. 

The fourth paper was a poem entitled "The Song of Marguerite" 
written by Rollin Workman. Marguerite, the poet's wife for a 
short time, was met at a fair while he was 19. The following 
May, they were wed with none of her parents, friends or 
cousins present. Her explanation was that they have their 
odd ways and fear to depart from the country they know, less 
strangers by words should them slay. 

The poet built a wood cabin where their daughter was born. 
After two years, the child was called away by typhoid fever. 
Strangely, this left full cheer in Marguerite who stood 
beside the corpse and calmly said, "At first decease, the 
passage of the soul is from First God to Second God's 
control." 

Two equal gods supervise how nature's course is run. Both 
gods are potent, good and wise. Of both, man is the son~ 
Hence, to give each god its due, each person lives and d1es, 
then lives again and dies anew. 

c-----v,~ ~k · ~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 5, 1988 

President Cha~les Robertson presided. There were 58 members 
plus 3 guests present. 

The paper entitled "The Silk Merchant" was written and read 
by Nelson S. Knaggs. W~ile on his way to Bombay, India in 
19?4 on behalf of the Hllton-Davis Chemical Company, the 
wr1ter met James Thompson. A member of the OSS during World 
War II, and a well known American architect, Thompson had 
~een dropped by parachute into Thailand and decided to stay 
1n Bangkok after the war. Thompson was fascinated by the 
bits and pieces of colored Thai handwoven silk, the product 
of an industry that had nearly disappeared. He studied a 
small collection of odd pieces at the National Museum and 
convinced a part-time plumber to weave a number of pieces 
into various colors which he took to New York and showed to 
Edna Woolman Chase, Editor of Vogue Magazine. 

Mrs. Chase was excited by the material and persuaded fashion 
designer, Valentina, to purchase a length for a dress which 
was later photographed for Vogue. 

With $25,000.00 subscribed in stock, Thompson formed the Thai 
Silk Company in 1948. Starting with a few employees, it· 
eventually grew to over 20,000 weavers. The costume 
designer, Irene Sharoff, used the silks in Rogers and 
Hammerstein 's musical comedy, "The King and I", starring 
Gertrude Lawrence and Yul Brynner. 

Because Hilton-Davis was building a plant in India to make 
textile dyes and pigments, the writer had a great deal in 
common with Thompson who soon became his friend. 

Nelson's interest in the Far East, and particularly Japan, 
convinced him to build a Japanese country inn restaurant in 
Cincinnati. He converted a 117 year old brick farm house on 
Seven Gables Road near Montgomery into the Nikko Inn. It 
opened in February 1962 with the kitchen and bar stocked to 
last one week and only $200.00 in the treasury. 

The Nikko Inn became an instant success and for 15 years won 
the Mobil three star award for excellence. Its gift shop was 
stocked with oriental objects including Thai silks obtained 
from Jim Thompson. 

In 1967 while visiting a doctor friend in the Cameroun 
Highlands of Malaysia, Thompson suddenly dis~ppeared. Then 
in August, his socialite sister, Mrs. Kather1ne Wood, was 
savagely beaten to death in her home near Philadelphia. 
Neither deaths were ever solved. 
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Meanwhile, the writer's interest in temple rubbings from the 
Watt Po Temple in Bangkok prompted Thailand's U.S. Ambassador 
to attend a Thai-Cambodian art exhibit at the Cincinnati 
Natural History Museum. When the Ambassador subsequently 
returned to Thailand to become Minister of Education, he gave 
a dinner at his Washington Embassy at which he presented -~o 
the writer an 80 piece Thai dinner set in recognition of 
doing the most in furthering Thailand and United States' 
friendship. 

The paper ended with a poem in which the writer reflected on 
his world travels and invited the reader to come walk with 
him if he wants to see the world. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the November meetings were read and approved. 
President Robertson announced the appointment of Robert 
Hilton as Chairman of a soon to be inaugur fund raising 
building preservation drive. 
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. THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 12, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 47 members 
plus thr;e guest~ present. The paper entitled "Simian 
Ancestry was wr1tten and read by Roger w. Clark. 

On March 21, 1925, Tennessee enacted the Butler act making it 
u~l~wful to ~each a theory that d~nied the story of the 
~1v1ne creat1on of man as taught in the Bible and to teach, 
1nstead, that man had descended from a lower order of 
animals. The recently formed American Civil Liberties Union 
advertised that it would assume all expenses if a Tennessee 
teacher would submit to trial in order to test the law's 
validity. 

Recognizing the possibility of gaining prominence for their 
relatively new community, the Dayton town fathers convinced a 
young high school coach, John Thomas Scopes, to submit to 
trial. Accordingly, he was arrested on May 9, 1925, and with 
the cooperation of the local judge was brought to trial on 
July 10. 

Participating in the prosecution was William Jennings Bryan, 
three times defeated candidate for the presidency. The 
defense was represented by a former faculty member of the 
University of Tennessee, a former Under Secretary.of State 
under President Wilson, a well known New York divorce lawyer 
and Clarence Darrow, who volunteered his. services when he 
heard that Bryan would be present. 

As the monkey trial commenced, Dayton was swarming with 
journalists, scientists, clergy, churchmen, zealots and even 
two chimpanzees. The trial was unique in that the defendant 
was innocent, since he did not teach the theory of evolution 
to the two school children who testified to the contrary, but 
no attempt was made to establish his innocence. Second, the 
jury was sequestered most of the time and actually witnessed 
only four hours of the eight day trial. Bryan, who was 
called by Darrow as a witness in a surprise move, testified 
that Jonah and the Whale, Joshua and the Son, Noah and the 
Flood the Tower of Babel, Cain's Wife, etc. all must have 
been ~rue if the Bible said so. Bryan did, however, upset 
the fundamentalists when he admitted that the six days of 
creation did not necessarily take place during 24 hour days. 

Even more bizarrely, the defense asked that the jury find the 
defendant guilty so it would be able to appeal the act an~ 
find it unconstitutional. It cooperated, and the Judge f1ned 

Scopes $150.00. 
Five days after the conclusion of the trial, .aryan attended 
church, partook of his usual hear~y Sund~y d1nner and lay 
down for a nap during which he qu1etly d1ed. 
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Scopes resigned his position as a high school teacher and 
~fter taking up graduate studies at the University of Chicago 
1n geology, became employed by Gulf Oil which sent him to 
Venezuela. 

Meanwhile, the Tennessee Supreme Court upheld the 
constitutionality of the Butler Act, but remanded the case 
for retrial, because the $150.00 fine was imposed by the 
Judge and not the jury. As a result, the whole affair was 
quietly dropped. 

It was not until 1967 that the Tennessee Legislature repealed 
the Butler Act. Similar laws were passed in Arkansas and 
Mississippi. In Kentucky, a similar bill lost by one vote, 
and in Delaware, the monkey bill was referred to the 
Committee on Fish, Game and Oysters. The matter was settled 
for all time in 1965 when the United States Supreme Court 
found the Arkansas statute unconstitutional. 

Presently, the theory of evolution is somewhat in decline 
because of conflicting scientific evidence, whereas new 
fundamentalists' sponsored statutes are being proposed. The 
Scopes trial, however, was a dismal failure because other 
than lining with gold the pockets of many residents of 
Dayton, Tennessee who pandered to the spectators, it failed 
to kill Tennessee's monkey law and failed to convict Scopes. 

Reading time: 49 minutes. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, Walter E. Langsam in vi ted 
the members to attend an open house on December 17 and 18 at 
his Ludlow, Kentucky home which he soon will be vacating. 



I THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING DECEMBER 19, 1988 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 54 members 
in attendance. 

This was the Christmas celebration. On entering the Club, 
memb7rs were presented with a bright red carnation. 
Pres1dent Robertson presented Giovanni Ranieri with a 
Christmas remembrance on behalf of the Club's grateful 
members. 

The first paper entitled "Infernal Machine" was written and 
read by Herbert F. Curry. It is the writer's wish that 
computers had been designed by English speaking humans. 
Having avoided computers for several years, he unsuccessfully 
tried to locate on the University of Cincinnati Library 
computer a book which he had seen, held and read, but which, 
according to the computer, did not exist. 

While on the Board of the UC Faculty Club, he found that a 
computer, despite promises to the contrary, did not increase 
efficiency or decrease labor costs. 

At Chicago's flooded O'Hare airport last year, the United 
Airlines computer consistently purveyed erroneous information 
and piled chaos upon chaos. 

During another venture with the UC computer, Herbert typed in 
the author, title, publisher, place and date of publication 
of a book all without result, because the computer 
instructions failed to inform him that he was required to 
press the "enter" button. 

To compound his frustrations with the technical world, last 
September his trustworthy black rotary dial telephone was 
replaced by a streamlined machine with 17 buttons. He fears 
it will be deja !!!· 

The second paper entitled "We Three Kings of Innoc~nce,Are" 
was written and read by J. Roger Newstedt. The wr1ter s 
religious skepticism started in the sixth or seventh grade 
when he was selected as one of the three kings in his church 
Christmas pageant. His fea~s of not being.able to sing on 
key were realized when grow1ng w?ves of st1fled laughter 
accompanied his march down the a1sle. 

Some six years later, at the.age ~f 12, his parents . 
discovered he had to be bapt1zed ln.order to be conf1~med. 
Following the baptismal ceremony, h1s uncle, a local Judge, 
mortified the family by announcing that the pen he used to 
sign the baptismal certificate had also been used to send two 
men to the penitentiary. I 
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Ev~n earlier, Roger recalls the shattering experience of 
be1ng told by one of his friends that there was no Santa 
Claus. When confronted, his parents confessed that Santa 
Claus was a fabrication, a falsehood, a deception that he did 
not understand. 

The writer concludes that rather than rely on impossible 
miracles, one should try harder to live by the tenets of the 
Ten Commandments, the wisdom of the Sermon on the Mount, the 
sensitivity of the Golden Rule and, above all, a recognition 
of the supreme need for forgiveness in our daily 
interactions. 

The third paper entitled "Christmas Past in Cincinnati" was 
written and read by Richard W. Vilter. In 1828, the 16,000 
citizens of Cincinnati were restricted in their Christmas Eve 
celebration because oysters were scarce resulting from the 
frozen Ohio River which could support horse drawn wagons but 
no riverboats. Nevertheless, tables were laden with beef, 
mutton, rabbit, carrier pigeon, turkey, pork ham, bacon, plum 
pudding and cookies. There was a dancing party at Mrs. 
Trollope's Bizarre which had just been built on Second 
Street. 

The scene was quite different from that of 1788 when the 
first Christmas was celebrated in Cincinnati. That day was 
unusually warm and the 50 some odd settlers had invited 
Indians to share in cooked pot pies set on a table near 
Turkey Bottoms on the river bank at the mouth of the Deer 
Creek. 

It was not until the 1840's and the German migration that 
Cincinnati began to acquire its Twentieth Century Christmas 
customs. The first Christmas tree was set up by Ludwig 
Rohfuss in 1836. 

It was the Germans who brought with them Saint Nicholas or 
Santa Claus and the custom of filling children's stockings 
with candy, fruit and other goodies, or a piece of coal if 
they had been naughty. 

After the reading of the papers, Bob Kalthoff led the members 
in Christmas carols following which, all feas~ed on roast . 
turkeys compliments of Tuck Asbury complete w1th plum pudd1ng 
and creamed oysters • 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 2, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 43 members 
plus 11 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "A.M. B." was written and read by Robert w. 
Hilton, Jr. 

The paper reflects the author's love affair with ocean 
crossing passenger ships and reviews the evolution of large 
ocean going liners from 1890 to the present. 

\ 

The writer describes the Great Eastern which was launched 
near London on January 30, 1858 and was designed to carry 
4,000 passengers. It was never able to operate at a profit 
because its design exceeded its power. 

The Normandie, launched in 1935, was the most technologically 
advanced ocean liner of her time and was the last word in 
elegance. Its untimely fire in New York Harbor was a 
disaster. 

The paper chronicles the passengers who utilize ocean liners 
and the crews that operate them. Except for cruise ships, 
they have basically become obsolete because of the advent of 
the jumbo jets which operate more cost efficiently. 

Following the reading of the paper, the minutes of the 
December meetings were read and approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 9, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. O.K.? There were 57 
members and three guests present. 

The paper entitled "I Mean, You Know, The Bottom Line and 
Stuff Like That ••• " was written and read by Kornel Huvos. 
O.K.? 

H.L. Mencken once stated that "the American likes to make his 
language as he goes along". o. K.? Citing examples of making 
our language as we go, Kornel groups his observations under 
the headings of linguistic innovations resulting from the 
speaker's inertia, the disregard or misinterpretation of 
traditional rules and coining new words and phrases that are 
compact yet strikingly descriptive and colorful. O.K.? 
Included in the first category are phrases such as "I mean", 
"you know", etc. O.K.? Then there is the use of "bottom 
line" with eleven different meanings ranging from the bottom 
of a page, to financial statements to ultimate means and the 
latest in style and fashion. O.K.? 

Your secretary is puzzled as to why Kornel omitted the phrase 
"O.K." when used to punctuate the end of a sentence. I mean, 
you know, what the heck. O.K.? 

David Reichert, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 16, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 39 members 
plus 3 guests present. 

The paper entitled "His Terrible Swift Sword. • " was 
written and read by John W. Vester. 

The American Civil War was the most costly American war in 
terms of human casualties, with about one million Americans 
killed or wounded. A Civil War soldier's chance of not 
returning horne was about 1 in 4 as compared to 1 in 126 for a 
Korean War veteran. The paper recounts the horrible medical 
inadequacy of both the North and South which caused rampant 
disease and extensive casualties because of inadequate 
treatment. 

David Reichert, Secretary 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 2'3, 1989. 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 47 members 
plus 3 guests present. 

The paper entitled "Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941" was 
written and read by Richard s. Tuttle. 

Although forewarned in 1941 about Japanese aggressive 
military plans against the United States, our government 
erroneously concluded that Japan would move southward into 
the area of Indochina and the Dutch East Indies or against 
the Soviet Union. Accordingly, we were surprised and · 
unprepared for the December 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor. 

In reviewing the Pacific war against Japan, the writer 
documents the battles of Iwo Jima, Lieutenant Colonel James 
Doolittle's raids on Tokyo, the Battle of the Coral Sea, and 
the interception and destruction of the Japanese bombers 
resulting in the death of Admiral Yamamoto, the architect of 
the Pearl Harbor attack. 

As a result of the atomic bomb destruction of. Hiroshima on 
August 6, 1945 and Nagasaki on August 9, 1945 which caused 
the Japanese surrender on August 14, the writer concludes 
that three million American and five or six million Japanese 
casualties were saved. 

~J 
David Reichert, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING JANUARY 30, ]989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 50 members 
plus 1 guest present. 

The budget was read by Ernest G. Muntz. 

The first paper entitled 11 The Green Buddha 11 was written by 
Rollin Workman. In the Suzhou garden of the Master of the 
Fishing Nets are three Buddhas, one of which is made of 
inferior quality whitish jade. Legend has it that the statue 
was a remote ancestor turned into stone. It seems that Jin 
Teng-Chi,,a .renowned captain in the army of the second Mongol 
emperor s1red a son at the age of 56 after a monk advised him 
to change his tight fitting military clothes to loose 
garments and learn to sit in the Buddha position for three 
hours. When he died at age 83, his remains were cremated, 
placed in a sphere made from 20 pounds of imperial gold, and 
sealed in a lacquered box. The stamping block for the seal 
was then destroyed. 

Surprisingly, shortly after his death, the youngest of Jin's 
nine concubines purchased a modest home and established a 
business making stamping blocks while his other concubines 
went to a Buddhist nunnery. 

When Jin's son became destitute and broke into the burial box 
to recover the gold, he found in its place the green Buddha 
of inferior jade. How could the Buddha replace the remains 
since the seal had not been broken? It could not have been 
the work of the concubine who had established the stamping 
block business. Or could it? 

The second paper entitled 11 A Three Legged Stool" was written 
by Irvine H. Anderson. The writer sees American society as a 
three legged stool based upon politics as enunciated by John 
Locke, economics derived from Adam Smith and personal 
morality from John Calvin. Locke believed that societ¥ would 
benefit if government were structured to protect the r1ght of 
individuals and their ideas to compete freely. Smith's 
thesis was that social good results if property owning 
individuals are allowed to compete freely in the 
marketplace. Calvin emphasizes the moral responsib~lity of 
the individual. The writer feels that Locke and Sm1th are 
still alive and well but the impact of recent corporate 
takeovers raises doubt as to the survival of mo:al 
responsibility. He is concerned about the ~n~u1sh of 
thousands of employees, families and commun7t1es that are 
being sacrificed in order for a few to prof1t. 



Arguing that human damage should receive as much attention as 
the economic, he inquires, "Where is John Calvin now that we 
need him?" 

The third paper entitled "The Big Bang" was written by 
Ernest G. Muntz. Since the writer's childhood, the Fourth of 
July has always been celebrated with an abundance of 
fireworks. For example, during one depression year, $100 was 
spent on cherry bombs, sky rockets, pinwheels, snakes, roman 
candles, aerial bombs, etc. Although the death of his 
grandfather in 1941 and the coming of war ended some of this 
activity, nevertheless, his Baptist preacher father purchased 
and smuggled in from Hong Kong packages of fireworks which he 
surreptitiously passed to his ten year old grandson. Since 
the writer will be going to China and Hong Kong this summer, 
he feels he should bring back some fireworks to the man who 
will be 92 and still firmly believes that "money spent on 
fireworks and roller coasters is never wasted." 

Prior to the reading of the papers, President Robertson 
announced that George Rieveschl had given the Club a new 
Baldwin piano. Additionally, Tuck Asbury presented the.club 
with two memorabilia from his father, one, a plaque ent1tled 
"Ideal Club Member" and the second, a book of Martin Fischer 
entitled "In Praise of Man". 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 6, 1989 

President Charles Robertson ~resided. There were 56 members 
plus 7 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "Reflections 
on a Fire" was written and read by Henry P. Briggs, Jr. 

On July 6, 1987, a bolt of lightning sparked a fire which 
destroyed the 57 year old wood frame main building of the 
Lotspeich School which housed its library, administrative 
offices, science room and grades 1 through 6. 

The paper recounts the recollections of its Headmaster and 
how he dealt with the tragedy. For example, upon the advice 
of the Director of the Children's Psychiatric Center at 
Jewish Hospital, five lawn bags full of tiny artifacts from 
the building which had been hauled to Rumpke Dump were 
retrieved and distributed to school children so they could 
have tangible evidence that their school really existed. 
With unusual assistance from the insurance company which paid 
$500,000.00 only two weeks after the fire before the 
necessary paperwork was completed, the school was rebuilt, 
and not one child was withdrawn from the system. 

Alas, however, there is an unhappy sequel, In December 1988, 
after consulting engineers advised that the heavy precast 
flat concrete roof on the main classroom building at Doherty 
could crash in the event of an earthquake tremor, a 
landslide, a prolonged drought or snow, the building was 
closed. The writer suggeste that this may be a topic for 
another paper. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Q~;,..___ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 13, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 52 members 
plus 4 guests in attendance.· The paper entitled 
"Impressionism 101" was written and read by George Rieveschl. 

On April 15, 1874, the French photographer Nadar lent his 
studio for the exhibit of 163 works of art by painters who 
had been rejected by the prestigious Academy of Fine Arts • 
From the scathing review by critic Louis Leroy came the 
identification of "impressionists" for which the artists were 
thereafter known. 

The paper traces the influence of the early 19th Century 
artists David, Ingres, Delacroix, Courbet and Corot, on the 
impressionists Cezanne, Monet, Renoir, Sisley, Bazille, 
Morisot, Manet, Degas, Pissarro and Cassatt. Astonishingly, 
six of the artists were born in France during the 23 month 
period January 19, 1839 to December 6, 1841, and three others 
were born between 1830 and 1834. 

During the Franco Prussian war, over 1450 Pissarro paintings 
were lost when the Germans used the canvas~s as aprons and 
ground covering. Bazille's career was cut short when he was 
killed in the same war just a few days short of his 30th 
birthday. Today, many of the finest impressionist paintings 
hang in the Metropolitan Museum thanks to the connoisseurship 
of Mary Cassatt who advised Mrs. H.O. Havemeyer of the 
choisest paintings for her collection. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~,2~~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

Vice President James L. Elder presided. There were 50 
members plus 3 guests in attendance • 

The paper entitled "A Matter of Perspective" was written and 
read by Milo R. Beran. Attorney Frank Duba was retained by 
his township trustees as special counsel to undertake the 
investigation of possible thefts of diesel fuel by the 
township fire chief. Enlisting the aid of a 26 year FBI 
veteran, Duba was able to establish to his satisfaction that 
the chief had, in fact, been engaged in a scam whereby the 
supplier of diesel fuel to the township was diverting oil for 
use by the chief in his own residence. 

The chief resigned and the case officially closed, but not 
without dissatisfaction from the trustees and the former FBI 
investigator who sought retribution. But Duba, who 
subsequently discovered to his surprise that the fire chief's 
daughter had participated with his own 10 year old daughter 
in a Bach concerto recital, was satisfied that a greater good 
had been accomplished by not disgracing the chief in the eyes 
of his adoring child • 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING FEBRUARY 27, 19.89 

President Charles Robertson .presided. There were 50 members 
plus 7 guests in attendance~ 

The budget, organized and read by Charles H. Long, had as its 
theme father and son relationships in honor of George 
Washington's birthday. 

The first paper entitled "Chards and Campfires" was written 
by Bruce I. Petrie. Commenting on the historic father-son 
relationship which motivates The Literary Club male only 
exclusivity policy, the writer traces the tradition of the 
historic desire of parents to have sons as hunters and 
protectors. Sons were necessary not only to sustain and 
protect the family but to become stewards of its property. 

It is the writer's belief that as daughters succeed in the 
modern day workplace, the relative values of sons to 
daughters will diminish, and the choice of gender will become 
less compelling. Is the writer suggesting, as he did in an 
earlier paper, that someday The Literary Club's policy of men 
only will change? 

The second paper entitled "I Cannot Tell a Lie" was written 
by Charles H. Long. The paper relates the story of a 
youngster who overheard the chilling confession of a Bugsy 
Siegal mobster to the boy's minister father. Narrowly 
escaping death on two occasions one evening while attempting 
to bootleg whiskey during the depression, the mobster sought 
the minister's help in quitting the rackets. 

In spite of the fact that the son received a spanking from 
his father for taking and concealing the mobster's gun, the 
boy decided that he too wanted to be a minister who, like his 
father, could help people who had nowhere else to turn for 
help. Was this an autobiography? 

The third paper entitled "The Truth is Hard ~o Find, I Fear!" 
was written by Robert Smit~. In memory of ~1s father's love 
of poetry, the writer set 1n.verse tw? stor1es o~ the Hell 
Fire Club located on a hill JUSt outs1de of.Dubl1n. Rumor 
had it that the fire which leveled the mans1on and ended 
rampant debauchery was the handiwork o~ the devil Lucifer 
whose cloven foot identified him as be1ng present on the 
night of destruction. Or could it have been the write~'s 
great grandfather who had a club foot? Ah, the truth 1s hard 
to find, I fear. 

David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 6, 1989 

Vice President James Elder_ presided. There were 39 members 
plus 4 guests present • 

The paper entitled "How Old Was Methuselah?" was written and 
read by Gunter Grupp. 

The controversy between evolution and creation continues. 
Disguised with the euphemism "creation scientists", the 
fundamentalists continue to find new ways to assert their 
biblical beliefs. In 1982, the Louisiana Legislature enacted 
what it called the Balanced Treatment Act recognizing two 
scientific explanations for the beginning of life, evolution 
science and creation science. Although the United States 
Supreme Court found the act unconstitutional because it 
violated the establishment clause, the writer was deeply 
disturbed by Chief Justice Rehnquist and Justice Scalia who 
filed strong dissents in which they recognized five 
questionable scientists advocating creation science while 
overlooking the contra amicus brief submitted by 72 Nobel 
Laureates. 

Although a book of art, the Bible was never intended as a 
book of science. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
Vice President Elder announced the gift of a book from John 
Krumm. 

The minutes of the February meetings were read and approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Reichert, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 13, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 58 members 
plus 4 guests present. 

The paper entitled "An Island Story" was written and read by 
John A. MacLeod. 

For over 40 years, the writer has returned to the Great 
Island on Lake Sunapee in New Hampshire. Quietly paddling 
his Adirondack row canoe, manufactured by The Old Town Canoe 
Company in Maine, through the morning mist has provided great 
physical and psychological refreshment. The writer recounts 
the importance to both him and his family of islands as a 
place for internal nourishment and tranquility. Whether it 
was the farm he purchased in Indiana, the Clan MacLeod Castle 
in Scotland which the writer visited several years ago or the 
Levine Memorial Park at the University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center, such oases provide a place for relaxation, change of 
pace and a chance to return to the well springs of human 
creativity and imagination. 

Respectfully submitted, 

-
David Reichert, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 20, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. 
plus 2 guests in attendance. There were 63 members 

The paper entitled "The Spies Who Came in From the Cold" was 
written and read by William R. Burleigh. 

On November 29, 1944, just five months prior to the 
termination of the war in Europe, German U Boat 1230 
deposited on the Maine coast near Bar Harbor two German 
spies, Eric Gimpel, a 37 year old trained professional agent 
of the German Secret Service and William Curtis Colepaugh, a 
Connecticut native and former MIT student. Dressed in 
atypical topcoats and felt hats, they were quickly spotted by 
two local residents as they walked through the snowy 
countryside. What follows·is an exciting story of how they 
were traced and eventually captured in New York City. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MARCH 27, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 46 members 
plus 2 guests in attendance. 

The budget was organized and read by Walter Farmer. 

The first paper entitled "The Egg (Crate Grille) and I" was 
written by Herbert F. Curry. Since his teens, the writer has 
been fascina~ed by automobiles, particularly luxury cars with 
egg crate gr1lles. He recounts some of his experiences 
starting with a 1941 Cadillac Hydromatic belonging to the 
mother of a friend, and culminating with the purchase in 1985 
of a Cadillac 60 S Fleetwood Brougham D'Elegances that had 
been driven only 45,000 miles in 12 years. 

The second paper entitled "Oh-hee-yuh or Ohio" was written by 
Walter I. Farmer. The paper traces the early history of the 
settlement of Ohio beginning with the entrance of the first 
settlers following the Treaty of Paris in 1783. It discusses 
General St. Claire's defeat in 1791 when 1300 of his 2300 
troops were killed by the Indians and concludes with the 
arrival of the Quakers in 1790. 

The third paper entitled "Letters from the Dresser" was 
written by Earnest G. Muntz. The writer had no idea that a 
Victorian dresser purchased at Aronoff's Auction Gallery and 
used for 15 years contained a secret drawer in which were 
found eight letters written between December 9, 1823 and 
September 21, 1836. One of the letter writers was Susan Gail 
who met and eventually married a seminary student named 
Calvin N. Ransom who was contemplating a move to Indiana. 
Other correspondence was from Reverend Ransom who wrote a 
lengthy letter detailing and revealing some of the problems 
of serving as a missionary minister in Ohio some 160 years 
ago. The letters, which since ~ave bee~ turn~d over to.the 
Historical Society, provide an 1nterest1ng gl1mpse of l1fe in 
Ohio during the early Nineteenth Century. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 3, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 46 members 
plus 2 guests in attendance. 

The paper entitled "Did You Ever Hear a Fist Knocking?" was 
written and read by Richard s. Hait. 

The writer's severely hearing impaired two year old grandson 
was the motivating factor behind an in-depth historical 
exploration of deaf education. Aristotle stated that "those 
who were born deaf become senseless and incapable of 
reason." The Justinian Code recognized prelingual deafness 
and loss of hearing but forbade the deaf to control their own 
property, make wills, create estates or free slaves. The 
writer explains the conflicting methods of teaching the deaf 
to speak: sign language and oral techniques. Thomas 
Gallaudet, an American, was the pioneer of sign language, 
while Alexander Graham Bell was the proponent of oralism. 
Most recently, a deaf teacher in Indiana combined oralism, 
signing, finger spelling and other methoqs into total 
communication, as the debate continues and teaching 
techniques improve. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the meetings of the previous month were read 
and approved. 

Respectfully submitted, 

v~~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 10, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 57 members 
plus 5 guests present. 

The paper entitled "Hot As Hell" was written and read by 
Ethan B. Stanley. 

Is hell really hot? In a comprehensive examination of 
religion and literature, the writer explores the vision of 
purgatory as expressed in the Koran, the Old Testament, the 
New Testament and other texts. Particular emphasis is placed 
on the 12th Century Irish legend, the Vision of Tundal and, 
of course, Dante's Divine Comedy. Because fire conveys 
something terrifying to us, and man has an innate sense of 
justice which dictates that transgressors be punished, fire 
imagery has been used for centuries to describe hell's 
torment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 17, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 48 members 
plus 1 guest in attendance. The paper entitled "Hello Out 
There" was written and read by J. Vincent Aug. 

Flying over the Cascade Mountains of Washington on June 24, 
1947, Kenneth Arnold, a 32 year old businessman, spotted a 
mysterious object which he described as being similar to a 
saucer skipping across water. Thus was born the term "flying 
saucers" which ushered into American curiosity unidentified 
flying objects. Are there other civilizations in space?· In 
1969, Governor Jimmy Carter spotted a bright object in the 
sky. Evidence of extraterrestrial objects dates back to the 
1500's. The paper explores the compelling evidence of life 
on other planets and leaves us wondering, is there life out 
there? 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING APRIL 24, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 45 members 
in attendance. The budget was read by Booth Shepard. 

The first paper entitled "If You Think Things are Bad 
Now ••• " was written by Yeatman Anderson 3d. The paper 
explores the deplorable sanitary and environmental conditions 
in Cincinnati during the 1800's when there were no sewers, 
and streets were unpaved. Factories dumped their waste into 
the river or the Mill Creek, steamboats dumped their waste 
overboard, and the city water supply pumped directly out of 
the river into one's home. The streets were cleaned by · 
roaming pigs as observed by the Prince of Wales who visited 
the city in 1860. It should come as no surprise, therefore, 
that cholera epidemics plagued the city. 

The second paper entitled "Nemesis" was written and read by 
Gunter Grupp. Named after the Greek character embodying 
divine revenge, a small and dim companion to the earth's star 
may be the cause of major catastrophic effects on the planet 
Earth every 26 million years. Is it possible that Nemesis 
was responsible for the destruction of life 66 million years 
ago which wiped out the dinosaurs and plant form on earth? 
Or was it an asteroid which may have collided or exploded 
close to the earth creating a massive cloud which blocked out 
the sun and caused freezing cold for several years? Since it 
will be 13 million years before Nemesis passes this way 
again, we can only speculate as to the answer. 

The third paper entitled "Justice Belayed" was written and 
read by Booth Shepard. The writer was the officer of the day 
on his Naval ship in March 1944 while it was docked for much 
needed R & R in Burmuda. At 2:30 in the morning, two local 
police officers came aboard claiming that the ship's 
executive officer and other ship personnel had become 
involved in a barroom brawl resulting in its virtual 
destruction. Because the police officers lacked requisite 
search warrants Booth escorted them from the ship. Should 
it be any surprlse that his hand written en~r~ in the ship's 
log of the episode was omitted when the off1c1al typed 
version was submitted for signature? 

Respectfully submitted, 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 1, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 56 members 
in attendance. The paper entitled "KATHMANDU" was written 
and read by John Warrington • 

In November 1987, the writer visited his daughter, Rachel, a 
student at Pitzer College near Los Angeles, who, as part of 
her undergraduate program, was living with a Nepalese family 
in a village on the outskirts of Kathmandu. In the shadow of 
the Himalayas, John was the luncheon guest of his daughter's 
host. With their right hand, the Warringtons helped 
themselves to food from a pot. Their left hand was 
considered unsanitary. Since the family was Hindu, and 
non-Hindus are considered unclean, none of the other members 
of the family could eat out of the same pot. After ~he meal, 
the mother wiped the remaining crumbs from the dirt floor 
with a damp piece of cow dung • 

In addition to relating the history of the country, John 
described his short spectacular flight on his last day in 
Nepal. He flew within five miles of the Himalayan peaks of 
Ganesh at 7,125 meters, Everest at 8,848 meters, Mikalu at 
8,475 meters and others. 

At the business meeting following the reading of the paper, 
the minutes of the April meetings were approved. President 
Robertson announced the status of the Endowment Fund Drive, 
and a bequest from the estate of Eslie Asbury. There was a 
discussion regarding the replacement of the Club's 
carpeting. Stanley L. Block and Howard L. Tomb, III, were 
elected to membership. 

Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 
MINUTES OF MEETING MAY 8, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 53 members 
plus 6 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "The 'Cin' 
in Cincinnati" was written and read by Yeatman Anderson III. 

As a frontier community on the edge of the wild, wild west, 
Cincinnati in the 19th Century was a sin city. In 1845, 
Jonathan Brunswick and John c. Holzhabler started 
manufacturing billiard and pool tables. The commercial 
breweries began in 1811 producing English type beers until 
the 1850's when the great German immigration from the 1840's 
changed the town's drinking habits. · 

In 1861, the five Longley brothers began manufacturing 
playing cards, and in 1894, the u.s. Playing card Company was 
formed. In 1871, Montague Redgrave invented the pinball 
machine and by the 1880's, Cincinnati was ranked number four 
in the country in the brewing of beer behind New York, 
Philadelphia and st. Louis. 

Finally, in 1893, Cincinnati became the birthplace of the 
slot machine and by the end of the century, the city was 
number one nationally in the distillation and distribution of 
whiskey. Ah yes, those were the good old days. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, Howard L. Tomb, III signed 
the constitution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Y~.~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETING - May 15, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 55 members 
plus 5 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "The Lord of 
the Atlantic" was written and read by Louis M. Prince. 

The Lord of the Atlantic was the luxurious superliner, the 
Normandie, which sailed on its maiden voyage in May, 1935. 
Described as the most beautiful, the most inspired, the most 
~lamourous and the most luxurious superliner ever, it cost 
'59,000,000 to build in 1935 and featured a first class 
dining room 300 feet long -- 30 feet longer than the Hall of 
Mirrors at Versailles. Its two most expensive first class 
cabins each had four bedrooms, a living room, dining room, 
pantry, servant's bedroom, five marble bathrooms and a 45' x 
15' private prominade. 

On its maiden voyage, it crossed the Atlantic in a little 
over four days, at an average speed of 29.94 knots. It was 
to set many more speed records before it was destroyed by 
fire in 1942 in New York City while being converted into a 
troop carrier for 15,000 troops. 

Respectfully submitted, 



THE LITERARY CLUB 
~INUTES OF MEETING MAY 22, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 44 members 
plus 4 guests in attendance. The paper entitled "The 
Permanent Things" was written and read by Edgar H. Lotspeich. 

The fabric of human experience is woven with certain values 
such as truth, courage and loyalty which are inherently true 
and are above and beyond our own existence. In exploring 
those values, the writer delves into Plato's Republic, the 
writings of the Eighteenth Century statesman and philosopher, 
Edmund Burke, and the works of the Twentieth century British 
scholar, c.s. Lewis. 

Plato's philosophy is, of course, well documented. tess 
known is Edmund Burke whose concept of justice was similar to 
Plato's. He felt there were certain prescriptions and 
positive prejudices which form the moral and ethical 
principles of mankind. Similarly, c.s. Lewis believed there 
is a code of objective values outside of human experience 
which governs our lives. While the world may change, these 
eternal principles do not. 

The writer feels that great literature is the storehouse of 
those unchanging truths by which men live; and that The 
Literary Club appeals to something in our nature which is one 
of those permanent things. 

Prior to the reading of the paper, Stanley Block signed the 
constitution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~~:~ \'=----
David Reichert, Secretary 
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THE LITERARY CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETiNG 
JUNE 5, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided. There were 
fifty-four members and four guests in attendance. The paper 
entitled "Injestions" was written and read by Norman A. Levy • 

The paper actually consisted of fifteen poems whose 
common theme involves food, The last poem entitled "Here 
Comes One With a Paper ••• Napkin" sings of the gastronomical 
delights of the Club and playfully suggests that it be 
renamed "The Literary Digest". 

Following the delightful ingestion of Norman's poetic 
fare, the minutes of the previous month's meeting were 
approved. The annual elections were then held with the 
following results: 

President - James L. Elder 

Vice President - Richard w. Vilter 

Secretary David Rei chert 

Treasurer - George Rieveschl, Jr. 

Clerk - Thomas s. Gephardt 

Joseph s. stern Jr. - Elected to fill unexpired term of 
Richard w. Vilter as trustee 

Herbert F. curry- Elected to a three year term as 
trustee, expiring 1992. 



THE LITERARY CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETING - June 12, 1989 

President Charles Robertson presided at the Spring 
outing which became an ining held at the Club because of 
threatening inclement weather. There were seventy members in 
attendance. The paper entitled "The Education of Eberhardt" 
was written and read by Samuel F. Pogue. 

Eberhardt was a seventeen year old German violin 
prodigy who came to live with the Pogues while studying at 
the College Conservatory of Music. While very mature when it 
came to music, it soon became apparent that the Pogues were 
dealing with a primitive who had no idea as to how to cope 
with the real world. Eberhardt's eating habits, his fiscal 
irresponsibility and failure to attend classes resulted in 
his being dropped from the University and kicked out of the 
Pogue home. 

The writer compares Eberhardt with other obsessed 
geniuses who are completely self-absorbed and manipulate the 
system in order to achieve their singular aim. Whether it be 
Beethoven, who never formed close relationships, Wagner whose 
obsessive visions often seemed beyond his control, socially 
immature Mozart or Picasso, such artists are driven by a 
questing impulse that pushes everything else aside. 

Is Eberhardt to be envied or pitied? Both according to 
the writer who, in any event, was relieved that he doesn't 
have to live with him any more. 

v~~L ~ 
David Reichert, Secretary 


